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[Mr. Cooper in the chair]

The Chair: Good morning, members. I’d like to call this meeting
to order.

My name is Nathan Cooper. I’'m the MLA for the outstanding
constituency of Olds-Didsbury-Three Hills. I’d like to open this
meeting by asking members and those joining us at the committee
table to introduce themselves for the record. I will then call upon
members joining us remotely to introduce themselves.

I would also note that Mr. van Dijken is an official substitute for Mr.
Rowswell; Mr. Kayande for Member Phillips; Mr. Haji for Member
Sabir; Ms Lovely for Mr. Long.

Beginning with the committee clerk, please introduce yourselves.
We’ll go around the table.

Mr. Roth: Good morning. Aaron Roth, committee clerk.

Mr. Getson: Shane Getson, MLA, Lac Ste. Anne-Parkland, God’s
country, and deputy chair.

Mr. Langley: Good morning. Terry Langley, Sergeant-at-
Arms.

Ms Bell: Lianne Bell, chief of staff to the Speaker.
Mr. Eggen: Good morning. David Eggen, Edmonton-North West.

Ms Gray: Good morning, everyone. Christina Gray, Edmonton-Mill
Woods.

Mr. Joy: Darren Joy, senior financial officer for the Legislative
Assembly Office.

Mr. Koenig: Good moring. Trafton Koenig, Parliamentary Counsel
office.

Dr. Ludwick: Good morning. Dave Ludwick, executive director of
corporate services.

Ms Dean: Good morning. Shannon Dean, Clerk.
Mr. Yao: Tany Yao, Fort McMurray-Wood Buffalo.

Member Kayande: Good morning. Samir Kayande, the excellent
constituency of Calgary-Elbow.

The Chair: Mr. Haji. Sorry; we missed you there.
Mr. Haji: Morning. Sharif Haji, MLA for Edmonton-Decore.

The Chair: Thank you.

We have heard from Ms Lovely; she’s currently joining us
remotely but will be joining us here in person in just moments, so
we’ll allow her to introduce herself for the record. Oh, there she
is.

Ms Lovely: Thank you. I’m here. You know, the elevator is out of
commission so I’'m just going up the stairs, and I’ll be there
momentarily. Good morning, everyone.

The Chair: Excellent.
And Mr. van Dijken.

Mr. van Dijken: Yeah. Glenn van Dijken, Athabasca-Barrhead-
Westlock.

The Chair: Before we turn to the business at hand, a few operational
items. Please note that the microphones are operated by Hansard staff.
Committee proceedings are streamed live on the Internet and broadcast
on Alberta Assembly TV. The audio- and videostream and transcript of
the meeting can be accessed via the Legislative Assembly website.
Those participating via videoconference are encouraged to please turn
on your camera while speaking and mute your microphone while you
are not speaking. Members participating virtually who wish to be
placed on the speakers list are asked to e-mail or send a message in the
group chat to the committee clerk. Members in the room can indicate
to the chair your desire to be on the speaking list. Please set your
cellphones and other electronic devices to silent during the meeting.

This brings us to item 2, the approval of the agenda. Are there
any proposed revisions, additions, or changes to the agenda?

Seeing none, I’'m prepared to take a motion to approve that. Mr.
Getson. Are there any questions, comments, concerns, discussion
with respect to the agenda?

Seeing and hearing none, all those in favour, please say aye. Any
opposed, please say no. Remotely, please say aye. Remotely, please
say no. Motion is carried.

Item 3, the approval of the meeting minutes. Are there any
amendments to the minutes of our last committee meeting?

The motion that one of you may want to propose is that the
Special Standing Committee on Members’ Services approve the
minutes as distributed for its meeting held January 29. Are there
any other questions, comments, concerns with respect to additions
or changes? If not, would someone move that motion? Mr. Eggen.
Any other questions?

Hearing and seeing none, all those in favour of the approval of
the minutes, please say aye. Any opposed, please say no. Remotely,
please say aye. Any opposed, please say no. Motion is carried.

Hon. members, that brings us to the substantive portion of our
meeting, which is item 4, the 2024-2025 Legislative Assembly budget
estimates. Before I begin, I would like to thank the legislative staff,
members of our finance team, committee clerks, and others who have
spent a great deal of time in the preparation of the estimates. I’d also
like to thank all members of the committee, who have worked very
collaboratively over the past number of months to ensure that we can
get here, to today. I would like to thank you for your co-operation and
hope that will extend through to today’s meeting.

The budget estimates for the Legislative Assembly Office. Let
me start by providing an overview to the committee of the
Legislative Assembly fiscal year 2024-2025 budget. After this, I’ll
turn it over to the Clerk for more detailed discussion on the budget.

On December 13, 2023, the committee met and approved the budget
parameters document to provide direction to the Legislative Assembly
Office for the preparation of the 2024-2025 budget. In addition, there is
an addendum to these parameters that was discussed at our meeting on
January 29 which provided further direction to LAO administration to
include in the budget a contingency for decisions pending from the
committee pertaining to the review of compensation, benefits, and
allowances.

The budget parameters approved on December 13 outlined a
proposed budget increase of 6.5 per cent to facilitate the required
changes that were discussed and approved by the committee. We now
expect that budget increase to be approximately $8.1 million. The $8.1
million increase is comprised of the following: $1.4 million, or 3.9 per
cent, increase in MLA administration; $1.1 million, or 3.7 per cent,
increase to the LAO branches; $334,000, or 3.6 per cent, increase to
caucus funding; special funding requirements of $200,000 for one-time
funding for the enterprise resource planning project; $1.5 million for
the boundary commission; a $1.9 million contingency for employee
market adjustments; and in addition, in accordance with the amendment
to the budget parameters document, a $1.9 million contingency for
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decisions that are pending regarding the committee review of member
compensation, benefits, and allowances.

In summary, setting aside the provision for the Electoral Boundaries
Commission and the member compensation, benefit, allowance
contingency, the proposed increase to the LAO budget is $4.7 million.
With these changes, the total voted expenditures for the LAO would
increase to $84,854,000. The key components of this total are the
following: approximately 46 per cent, or $39.4 million, is allocated to
MLA administration; 36 per cent, or $30.2 million, is allocated to the
LAO branches; and $11 million, or 9.5 per cent, is allocated to
caucuses. The remaining 7 per cent are special funding requirements;
namely, $5.8 million allocated to the Electoral Boundaries
Commission, enterprise resource system one-time cost, IT planning and
development as well as the employee market adjustment contingency.

With that said, I’ll now turn it over to Shannon, the Clerk of the
Legislative Assembly of Alberta, and she will provide some
additional remarks.

MsDean: Thank you, Speaker, and good morning, committee
members. The budget you have before you is presented in accordance
with parameters that were previously approved by this committee. As
the Speaker noted, the overall increase to the LAO budget being
proposed is $8.1 million, bringing the budget to approximately $84.8
million.

Just to focus in on a few of the comments that the Speaker mentioned
with respect to the $8.1 million adjustment, it’s comprised of the
following: 3.9 per cent increase in MLA admin; 3.7 increase to LAO
branches; 3.6 per cent increase in caucus funding. Then there are some
special funding requirements, notably $1.5 million for the Electoral
Boundaries Commission, as the Speaker mentioned, and we have a
contingency of $1.9 million for pending decisions, pending this
committee’s review of member compensation, benefits, and
allowances. There is also an employee market adjustment contingency
to accommodate any future general market adjustment to the
management and opted-out, excluded nonmanagement employees of
the Legislative Assembly. These would parallel any adjustments made
for the Alberta public service. This adjustment includes LAO branches,
caucus, and constituency staff. I would also note that in accordance with
the budget parameters an adjustment to operational expenses has been
included for increases in the CPI reflecting current inflation rates.

9:10

Now, as you may know, staff compensation comprises a significant
component of the budget. To briefly summarize, focusing first on
branch staff, there will be a merit adjustment of 3 per cent for an
estimated 60 per cent of managers who are eligible and 4 per cent for
those 60 per cent of employees who are eligible. These adjustments
impact staff benefits, resulting in increased employer contributions to
the health benefit and pension plans as well as premiums for CPP, EI,
and WCB. These adjustments will also be applied to eligible caucus
and constituency office staff. Again, these adjustments impact
employer contributions to benefits and statutory contributions. As I
mentioned earlier, we’ve built in contingency funds to plan for any
market adjustments to parallel those made for the Alberta public
service, and those decisions are still pending.

With respect to LAO branch operations there are several operational
improvements that we are working on and increases to branch budgets
to reflect that: notably, an increase in security staff, approximately three
FTEs or so; enhancement to security screening equipment; as well as
an increase to visitor services staffing, about two FTE equivalents.
Some of the event costs are also increasing. We are aiming and striving
to bring our programming back to prepandemic levels. I’d also draw to
your attention that we’re continuing to enhance the democracy exhibit

on the main floor of this building. In summary, the overall adjustment
to LAQ branch operations of $1.6 million amounts to about one-fifth of
the overall budget increase previously mentioned.

With that, Speaker, I’ll take any questions that members may have.

The Chair: Excellent. Thank you very much, Ms Dean.

Are there any questions for Shannon or myself with respect to the
budget before you? I know that we’ve had a lot of good conversations
in the lead-up to this as well. If there are any, though, now would be the
time for them.

Seeing and hearing none, I am prepared to ask a member of the
committee or suggest — perhaps Aaron would put the draft motion
there — that

the Special Standing Committee on Members’ Services approve
the 2024-2025 Legislative Assembly budget estimates in the
amount of $84,854,000, as submitted.
Mr. Getson. Are there any other questions, comments, discussion
with respect to the motion as proposed by Member Getson?

Seeing and hearing none, all those in favour of the motion, please
say aye. Any opposed, please say no. On the phones, please say aye.
Opposed, please say no.

Motion is carried and so ordered.
Thank you very much, everyone. I do appreciate that.

Having approved the 2024-2025 legislative budget, an updated
constituency order is required so that the budget adjustments to the
2024-2025 fiscal year are properly reflected in the staffing and
operating elements of the member’s services allowance. The draft
order has been circulated to all committee members, and I’d now
like to open the floor for discussions, comments with respect to the
subject.

If not, I’'m sure that Aaron can throw up the proposed draft motion
that had been previously circulated. Is there anyone willing to move that
motion?

Mr. Getson: Sure. I’ll move.

The Chair: Mr. Getson. Are there any other additional questions,
comments, concerns with respect to the motion?

Sorry; Shane, can you read it into the record for me as I didn’t read
this one in for us.

Mr. Getson: Sure. Moved by the MLA for Lac Ste. Anne-Parkland,
known as God’s country, that
the Special Standing Committee on Members’ Services approve
the Constituency Services Amendment Order, 2024, as
distributed and as amended.

The Chair: Not as amended, just as distributed.

Mr. Getson: Oh, sorry. Just
as distributed.
I apologize.

The Chair: It’s okay.

Any other questions, comments, concerns with respect to the
motion as proposed by Member Getson?

All those in favour of the motion, please say aye. Any opposed,
please say no. Remotely, please say aye. Opposed, please say no.

The motion is carried and so ordered.

This moves us to agenda item 5, other items of business. I don’t
believe there are any, but if anyone has any.

Excellent. The next meeting will be at the call of the chair.

Prior to concluding the meeting, again, I’d like to reiterate my great
deal of debt of gratitude to all those who put in the extra hours and time
and diligence in getting us to today. The LAO will conclude all of the
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documentation that is required and get our estimates over to Treasury please say aye. Opposed, please say no. The motion is carried and so
Board and Finance just as quickly as possible. ordered, and the meeting stands adjourned.
With that, I’ll entertain a motion to adjourn. Ms Lovely. All those in

favour, please say aye. Any opposed, please say no. On the phones, [The committee adjourned at 9:16 a.m.]



MS-14 Members’ Services February 5, 2024







Published under the Authority of the Speaker
of the Legislative Assembly of Alberta




<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (Adobe RGB \0501998\051)

  /CalCMYKProfile (None)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.6

  /CompressObjects /Off

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /UseDeviceIndependentColor

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness false

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments false

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts false

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages false

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages false

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Average

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages false

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages false

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages false

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Average

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages false

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages false

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages false

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Average

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages false

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<

    /ENU ([Based on 'Priority Pdf'] [Based on 'Priority Pdf'] [Based on 'Priority Pdf'] [Based on 'Priority Pdf'] Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames false

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /BleedOffset [

        9

        9

        9

        9

      ]

      /ConvertColors /NoConversion

      /DestinationProfileName (U.S. Web Coated \(SWOP\) v2)

      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /ClipComplexRegions false

        /ConvertStrokesToOutlines true

        /ConvertTextToOutlines false

        /GradientResolution 600

        /LineArtTextResolution 3000

        /PresetName (280 sublima)

        /PresetSelector /UseName

        /RasterVectorBalance 1

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles true

      /MarksOffset 6

      /MarksWeight 0.250000

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /UseName

      /PageMarksFile /RomanDefault

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

    <<

      /AllowImageBreaks true

      /AllowTableBreaks true

      /ExpandPage false

      /HonorBaseURL true

      /HonorRolloverEffect false

      /IgnoreHTMLPageBreaks false

      /IncludeHeaderFooter false

      /MarginOffset [

        0

        0

        0

        0

      ]

      /MetadataAuthor ()

      /MetadataKeywords ()

      /MetadataSubject ()

      /MetadataTitle ()

      /MetricPageSize [

        0

        0

      ]

      /MetricUnit /inch

      /MobileCompatible 0

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (GoLive)

        (8.0)

      ]

      /OpenZoomToHTMLFontSize false

      /PageOrientation /Portrait

      /RemoveBackground false

      /ShrinkContent true

      /TreatColorsAs /MainMonitorColors

      /UseEmbeddedProfiles false

      /UseHTMLTitleAsMetadata true

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



